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New CS Yacht Owners West Logo 

one of your choices of logos for embroidery 
on clothing, towels, etc.    

Please bear with us;  it does take time to 
make all this happen.   

In the meantime, please give us your com-
ments about the logo, at the rendezvous or 
otherwise, and your suggestions as to how 
else it might be used.  

As those who attended the Winter Meeting/Social know, thanks to 
Bill Earle, CS Yacht Owners West now has its own logo.  In fact, 
he’s given us two logos, one oriented horizontally (shown below), 
the other vertical (shown to the right).   

There are two versions of each logo: one full-color and another for 
use in black-and-white documents.  (If you are looking at a paper 
copy of this issue of CS West distributed by Stephanie, the logos 
you see are the actual black-and-white versions.  If however, you 
are looking at a black-and-white copy printed from the e-mailed 
version, what you’re seeing are the full-color logos converted by a 
computer to black-and-white.  The true black-and-white logo will 
look a little different.)  

Over the coming months, you’ll begin see the logo in more and 
more places.  It will certainly be evident at the Port Browning ren-
dezvous.  We’ll try to have it integrated into the CS Yacht Owners 
West pages on the CSOA website.  And, we hope it will become 

New B.C. Parks “Mooring” Fees - Outrageous!!! 
B.C. Parks website at http://wlapwww.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/
fees/fees.htm#campsitefee states “Moorage and docking 
fees at most marine parks have been standardized at 
$2.00/metre/night.  The adjusted overnight fees will come 
into effect May 1, 2003”.  This is amplified in the related 
document http://wlapwww.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/fees/
userfees.pdf entitled “Park User Fees” where, for exam-
ple, it states “Montague Harbour - mooring (to dock, 
buoy or anchoring in foreshore) - $2.00/meter/night”.  
The campsite fee in the same park is a mere (in compari-
son) $17.00 and the day-use fee is only $3.00. 

While increases in docking and mooring fees are to be 
expected, mooring fees based on boat-length are totally 
unjustified.  Charging for the privilege of anchoring in the 
waters adjacent to provincial parks is outrageous! 

Several weeks ago, your intrepid editor e-mailed every-
one whose e-mail address had been registered with us to 
bring the matter to your attention, suggesting that, if you 
felt as he did, you should write to the Minister - hoping 

to help her see the error of her ways.  If you haven’t al-
ready done so, it’s not too late - by post at:   

Hon. Joyce Murray  
Minister of  Water, Land and Air Protection 
PO Box 9047, Stn. Prov Govt 
Victoria BC  V8W 9E2 

or e-mail at joyce.murray.mla@leg.bc.ca. 

You may also wish to make your MLA aware of your dis-
pleasure.  If (like many of us) you’re not sure who he/she 
is, try the following website http://www.legis.gov.bc.ca/
mla/3-1-1.htm.  As well, for those interested, the Pre-
mier’s e-mail address is premier@gov.bc.ca.  His postal 
address will be the same as that above for the Minister. 

Also, please don’t be shy about making your non-CS 
boating friends aware of the government’s intentions.   

If enough of us make our views known, who knows, we 
might make a difference! 
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It Really Happened                                                                                                   to Don & Wendy Grovestine 

The date is Tuesday, January 7, 2003.  The location is Ca-
noe Cove Marina in Sidney.  The weather is clear and 
calm and the temperature is 12ºC – warm even by Victo-
ria standards for this time of year.  This is the first time 
we’ve had two fine days in a row since early December.  
For the past five weeks it’s been one winter storm after 
another as closely spaced fronts from the Pacific - some-
times two in the same day - make landfall.  Often, these 
storms brought exceptionally strong winds.  The fronts 
came not only from the big Alaska Low, our usual source 
of major winter storms but, this year, due to El Nino, 
also from the Western Pacific, which is generally benign 
as a source of weather in this season.  Since we’d not 
been able to take our second annual Christmas/New 
Years cruise because of that weather, we were anxious 
to get on the water. 

I’ve come to the dock to meet a repairman who is going 
to fix a leak in one of GADGETS’ water tanks.  While I’m 
waiting, I strike up a conversation with my dock-
neighbour, a commercial crab fisherman.  He tells me 
that crabbing is a little slow right now, but that “they” are 
catching a lot of prawns in Saanich Inlet.   

We don’t often cruise Saanich Inlet, whose primary desti-
nation is Tod Inlet.  Our experience is that going to Tod 
Inlet means a minimum of two hours motoring (tide co-
operating), and we haven’t had the sails up for over two 
months.  The weather is forecast to remain fine and rela-
tively warm - and CALM - for the next few days.  None-
theless, the thought of gorging ourselves on fresh prawns 
is irresistible.   

As promised, Thursday dawns bright and clear.  We set 
out for Tod Inlet around noon.  The tide is against us.  
The winds are light but, as we enter Saanich Inlet, they 
increase to about 10 kts.  We sail for a while, but it’s 
clear that, if we’re going to get to Tod before dark, we’ll 
have to motor.  So we do. 

At about 2:30 pm we enter Brentwood Bay, one of the 
reported “hot spots” for prawns.  We set the prawn trap 
in about 225’ of water and carry on into Tod Inlet.  The 
largely unmarked entrance channel to the inlet is about 
¾ mile long, but only a hundred feet or so wide at sev-
eral points.  There’s lots of depth, though - if you stay in 
the center.  After a final sharp turn to the left, the chan-
nel opens up into a bay about a ½ mile long and several 
hundred yards wide.  This is Tod Inlet, a “hurricane hole” 
surrounded on all sides by steep high hills.  The sun has 
long since dipped behind those hills, even though it’s not 
yet 3:00 pm.  As a result, it’s rather cold and damp.  The 

temperature has dropped a good 5º since leaving Brent-
wood Bay only a few minutes ago.  We’ve been here be-
fore – in the summertime.  It was idyllic then.  But, it’s 
only slightly less so now. 

We have the inlet to ourselves.  After setting the anchor 
in 20 ft of water and erecting the cockpit enclosure, we 
turn on the Espar  - which does yeoman duty for the rest 
of our stay. 

Dark comes quickly.  Orion rises in the dip between the 
hills.  Around 6:30, we put a small prime rib roast in the 
oven and pop the cork on a bottle of our “finest red”.  Af-
ter dinner, we put on our heavy outer wear and move to 
the cockpit for our nightly cruising ritual.  The stars are 
incredible.  Even though we’re only a short distance from 
world famous Butchart Gardens, there’s not a single 
shore-side light to be seen.  We turn in at 11:00 pm. 

About 3:30 am, we are awakened by a strange sound.  
“Rain” says Wendy, still half asleep.  While it does sound a 
little like rain, it doesn’t have rain’s regular tempo.  
(Besides, the forecast had indicated a 0% probability of 
rain.)  Instead, the noise is rather scratchy, much as a lot 
of birds on the deck would sound.  But, in the middle of 
the night, it isn’t likely to be a flock of birds.  In my not-
quite-awake state, I thought perhaps an otter somehow 
had managed to get aboard and we were hearing the 
scratching of its claws.  I pound on the roof of the fore-
peak to scare it off (that works with birds!) - to no avail.  
The noise continues.  It’s eerie! 

I get up to investigate.  Nothing seems amiss in the cabin, 
so I go to the cockpit.  It is very cold – especially clad the 
way I am.  The boat has a heavy covering of frost.  I shine 
a flashlight around outside.  We are still in the middle of 
the bay; there is no debris in the water; there is not a 
breath of wind; the stars still shine brightly.  But, there is 
no indication of the source of the noise.   

There has to be an explanation!  Then I realize what is 
happening (or so I thought).  The mast and rigging are cov-
ered with frost.  We are heating the cabin.  The heat is 
travelling up the mast, causing chunks of frost to fall.  The 
noise we are hearing is that of the chunks of frost landing 
on the deck.  It’s possible!   

Convinced I’ve “worked it out”, I return to bed, but sleep 
only fitfully as the noise continues. 

At daybreak, I get up and put on the coffee pot.  Then, af-
ter dressing, I remove the companionway board which, 
throughout the night, has kept the cold air outside in the 
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cockpit.  The warm, moist air from the cabin below 
quickly condenses on the cockpit curtains.  So, I go up 
into the cockpit and zip open the enclosure - to discover 
that ice extends over the entire bay.  We are solidly fro-
zen in!  The sound I had heard during the night must have 
been the boat shifting against the forming ice.   
Upon checking the charts, I discovered that Tod Inlet is 
fed by a fresh water stream that drains Prospect Lake.  
(Given the rains of the past month, there was a lot of 
draining to do!  We had noticed that the water was 
rather murky when we came in, indicating silty run-off.)  
Fresh water, being less dense, remains on top of the salt 
water.  With the narrowness of the sharply turning entry 
channel and the lack of wind for the past two days, there 
had been nothing to cause the fresh and salt water to 
mix.  So, essentially, we were anchored in a fresh water 
bay (no wonder we had it to ourselves) which, due to 
last night’s very cold temperatures, had transformed into 
its solid state.   

sounds like we’re rubbing against rocks.  (I’m glad it did-
n’t sound like that last night!)  The ice must be thicker.  
We cook bacon and eggs for breakfast, cringing at each 
occurrence of the noise, and hope we’ll be free by noon.  
Unfortunately, the patch of sunlight on the ice doesn’t 
extend far from the boat.  Around noon, the sun disap-
pears behind the hill and the ice begins to re-form. 

Time for action!  Even though the temperature had been 
about 4ºC while the sun was shining, the ice beyond 
where the sun reached is still intact.  While I am fearful 
that trying to make our way through the solid ice will 
badly scratch GADGETS’ hull, staying put isn’t an option 
since we could then be trapped here for several days – 
or even weeks.  I don’t think the Coast Guard would be 
interested in sending a cutter to assist us since we are 
not in imminent danger.   

So we weigh anchor and set off.  I let the anchor drag in 
the water, hoping it will help break the ice just ahead of 
the stem of the boat.   Wendy stations herself at the bow 
with the boathook.  (Now, we’re not sure what she was 
to accomplish, but it seemed a good idea at the time.)   

Then we are in it!  The whole boat vibrates as the anchor 
hanging on its chain initially saws through the ice.  
(Wendy swears it was ½” thick in places.)  But, the 
movement of the boat doesn’t seem to be impeded 
much; in order to maintain boatspeed between 1-2 kts, I 
have to keep shifting in and out of gear. 

We have travelled about ½ mile when, with relief, we see 
open water near “the corner”.  We’re going to make it!  
I look back and see a narrow path of broken ice separat-
ing the two solid sheets and think to myself “The Sir John 
A. MacDonald (Canada’s famed icebreaker) couldn’t have 
done any better!”  Once we round the corner, we look 
down the now-ice-free channel out into Brentwood Bay; 
presumably the wind on the bay had driven salt water up 
the channel and created enough turbulence to melt/break 
up the ice.   

Upon reaching Brentwood Bay, we stow the anchor, pick 
up the prawn trap and head for home.  We arrive back at 
Canoe Cove shortly after 3:00 pm.  Thankfully, we don’t 
find a scratch on the boat.  

Oh, yes!  Prawns.  We caught one (but, it was a big one!). 

 

Ice on Tod Inlet –  
 looking back towards “the corner” 

Since the bay was ice-free when we arrived, we presume 
the ice will quickly melt once the sun rises over the hill.  
There is nothing we can do in the interim, so I return be-
low and read while the coffee perks.   

We drain the coffee pot.  The sun comes over the hill - 
but just - at about 10:00 am and, sure enough, the ice 
around the boat begins to break up – aided by a light 
breeze that pushes GADGETS around.  The noise as 
GADGETS moves against the ice is quite different now.  It 

CS LogoWear - The CS logo has been digitized and can be embroidered onto a variety of clothing items - 
fleece vests and jackets, denim shirts, golf shirts, baseball caps, towels, etc.   The logo is now on file at Dog's Ear out-
lets in Nanaimo, Victoria, Richmond and West Vancouver.  You can either bring in your items to be embroidered or 
purchase them from Dog’s Ear.  If you have a requirement that can’t be met by one of these outlets and want to have 
the work done by someone else, please contact Jonie Foran (CS 33 Sabbatical) at (604) 241-1322 for the logo. 
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Newsletter of CS Yacht 
Owners West 

Time to renew your marine insurance?  Pierre Porcheron (CS 36T Katia) has negotiated a GREAT 
group deal for CS Yacht Owners Group West members with Pacific Marine Underwriting Managers in Vancouver.   
Several of us have saved up to $300 in premiums over last year.   The underwriter is Continental Casualty Insurance 
of Canada.  Contact Dan Kim, toll free at (877) 433-2628 or by e-mail at dkim@reliance.bc.ca.  Pierre is also at-
tempting to negotiate with the same company group rates for home and automobile insurance for the group. 

P R O U D  O W N E R S  

Transmission and Other Coolers - Bill Jackson (CS36T  Optical Illusion) sent this along:  

“We have had another new circumstance with our CS 36 after over 20 years.  Our transmission cooler had a leak 
and let salt water into the transmission.  Not good!  It appears the insurance may pay for the damaged transmission 
but not the cooler as this was considered wear and tear.  The big point is, I have since been told the coolers should 
be changed every 7 years.  The new ones have a zinc dedicated to the cooler.  So two things come to mind.  Do we 
check our transmission oil when we check our engine oil?  I haven't been, but between checks water entered.  The 
second is I know of no one who changes their coolers regularly.  Most are over 7 years old.  If the oil cooler leaked 
salt water it means the engine is “kaput”.  As a group, more information is needed but we should be aware of this.” 

From our Members . . . 

Boating Competency Certificate - Dave Record (CS 27 Light Spirit) reminds us:  

“Anybody who has taken the CYA Basic Cruising course and who doesn’t have a Pleasure Craft Operator Card can 
obtain one for $10.65, no test required.  Contact Jennifer at CYA  jspencer@sailing.ca.” 

Stanchion Bases - Keith Tracy (CS 30 Take Five) is trying to determine interest: “ 

I am trying to find out how many owners out there need to replace their stanchion bases.  If we can generate 
enough interest in the different sizes the possibility arises that we may be able to get them manufactured in Vancou-
ver cheaper and stronger than those from the East.?  Ball park figure is  $60 - 70.00 depending on demand.  I have 
had some enquiries from e-mailers but not enough for the manufacturer to warrant a run.  He now has the mold 
for the 27/30 and I have offers of spare bases from Bob Thompson, 36T and from Ralfe Schmidtke, 33 to use to 
make the molds for those sizes.  Does anyone know if these three bases are enough to cover ALL CS models?” 

For Sale (propeller) - Phil Cocking (CS 36T Trelawny 1) has a deal for you:   

“Campbell Sailor 3-blade prop, L.H., 16"x 8"x 1", like new , $390.00, (604) 420-4295”  


